


MEMORANDUM

To:	Arizona Commission on Access to Justice Members
Re:	Overview of Draft Arizona Code of Judicial Administration (ACJA) Section 1-113 (Arizona Commission on Access to Justice) 
Date:	November 12, 2024
From:	Samuel A. Thumma, Chair, Arizona Commission on Access to Justice

This memorandum summarizes the sources of information contained in draft ACJA Section 1-113, designed to transition the structure and organization of the Arizona Commission on Access to Justice from an Administrative Order to the ACJA. See Arizona Supreme Court Administrative Order 2014-83 (August 20, 2014). The rationale for such a transition is not captured here but was discussed at the November 7, 2024 Commission meeting, where the Commission unanimously approved moving forward with this transition. This memorandum is intended to reflect the sources for draft ACJA § 1-113.

The structure of draft ACJA § 1-113 models ACJA provisions for other Committees and Commissions. A common structure for these other groups includes identifying a general purpose, membership, membership terms, responsibilities of members, organization, meetings, actions, staff, and funding. Where applicable, draft ACJA § 1-113 provisions come verbatim (or nearly so) from these other ACJA provisions as noted by the use of “similar to” below, recognizing changes have been made to reflect naming and other nonsubstantive terms. 

General Purpose. The first two sentences of draft ACJA § 1-113(A) describe the transition of the Commission from the AO to the ACJA and tie to the Court’s Strategic Agenda. The next few sentences come from the Commission’s Mission as approved November 3, 2022. The last sentence is a close paraphrase of AO 2024-83 at 2 ¶ 1 Purpose (“The Commission’s work and priorities will be set by the Chief Justice in consultation with the Chair of the Commission.”). 

Membership. The prefatory language of draft ACJA § 1-113(B) is similar to other ACJA provisions. See ACJA §§ 1-106(B) (Committee on Limited Jurisdiction Courts (CLJC)); 1-108(C) (COJET); 1-109(B) (COT); 1-110(B) (Committee on the Impact of Domestic Violence and the Courts (CIDVIC)); 1-112 (Committee on Family Court (CFC)). Members are the same as AO 2014-83 with the following changes, reflecting a broader scope and a slightly larger Commission:  (1) an increase from one to two appellate court judges (currently, two appellate judges serve as members); (2) the addition of two tribal court justices or judges; (3) the addition of one court administrator from a limited jurisdiction court; (4) an increase from two to four legal services representatives; (5) adding one law student; (6) adding one librarian or law librarian and (7) expressing providing “[o]thers at the discretion of the Chief Justice.” These changes would increase membership from 25 currently to about 30, intended to be a modest numerical increase but one with significant additional insight and coverage.

Terms of Members. The language of draft ACJA § 1-113(C) is nearly identical to ACJA §§ 1-109(C) (COT), 1-110(C) (CIDVIC), although adding “and advancement of new members,” designed to encourage adding new members over time to add new voices. 

Responsibilities of Members. The language of draft ACJA § 1-113(D) is substantially similar to ACJA §§ 1-106(D) (CLJC); 1-110(D) (CIDVIC); and 1-111(C) (Committee on Victims in the Courts (COVIC)), including the general reference to designating a proxy but not including additional requirements listed in those provisions that would not apply to the Commission.

Organization. The language of draft ACJA § 1-113(E) is similar to ACJA §§ 1-106(E) (CLJC) 1-108(F) (COJET); 1-109(E)(1) (COT); 1-110(E)(CIDVIC); 1-111(D) (COVIC); and 1-112(E) (CFC), but with the Chief Justice also appointing a vice-chair of the Commission, with a focus on continuity when the chair changes.

Meetings. The language of draft ACJA § 1-113(E) is similar to ACJA §§ 1-106(F) (CLJC) and 1-107(F) (Commission on Diversity, Equality, and Justice in the Judiciary (CDEJJ) and largely similar to ACJA § 1-110(F) (CIDVIC) and 1-112(F) (CFC). 

[bookmark: _Hlk179902632]Actions. The language of draft ACJA § 1-113(G) is similar to ACJA §§ 1-106(G) (CLJC), 1-110(G)(CIDVC), and 1-112(G) (CFC).

Staff. The language of draft ACJA § 1-113(H) is similar to ACJA §§ 1-107(H) (CDEJJ) and 1-112(H)  and largely similar to ACJA §§ 1-106(H) (CLJC); 1-109(H) (COT); 1-110(I)(CIDVC); and 1-111(G) (COVIC).

Funding. The language of draft ACJA § 1-113(I) is similar to ACJA §§ 1-107(I) (CDEJJ); 1-110(H) (CIDVC); and 1-111(H) (COVIC). The addition of this reference to funding is not to change the current function and operation of the Commission, or even to anticipate future changes but, instead, to provide and have guidance if the Commission is involved in funding issues in the future. 
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